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1
COMPOSITE BONE FASTENERS

The human skeleton is composed of 206 individual bones
that perform a variety of important functions, including
support, movement, protection, storage of minerals, and
formation of blood cells. To ensure that the skeleton retains
its ability to perform these functions, and to reduce pain and
disfigurement, bones that become fractured should be
repaired promptly and properly. Typically, fractured bones
are treated using fixation devices, which reinforce the frac-
tured bones and keep them aligned during healing. Fixation
devices may take a variety of forms, including casts for
external fixation, and bone plates and/or bone screws for
internal fixation, among others.

Bone screws are threaded fasteners used to draw together
and/or hold fragments of fractured bones. These screws may
be used alone, for example, to span a fracture, and/or in
combination with other fixation devices, for example, to
secure a bone plate to a fractured bone on opposing sides of
a fracture. To place a bone screw in bone, the bone screw is
driven (e.g., turned) into a hole in bone, such that a thread
of the bone screw engages the bone around the hole. The
bone screw may be threaded along some or all of its length.

Some bone screws are made of bioresorbable materials
that can be substantially broken down by the body. A
bioresorbable bone screw allows the bone, with time, to
grow inward into the hole occupied by the bone screw, to
replace the bone that was removed when the hole was
formed. Unfortunately, bioresorbable bone screws often are
softer (weaker) than metal screws. Accordingly, bioresorb-
able bone screws may be more difficult to advance into bone
without damaging the screws and/or may provide less
strength to the bone during fixation. Moreover, because they
are soft, these screws often are hollow along their length to
provide additional surface area for engaging a driver, further
reducing their strength.

SUMMARY

The present teachings provide systems, including appa-
ratus, methods, and kits, for fixing bones with composite
bone fasteners. The composite bone fasteners include an
inner member or core for engagement with a driver and a
bioresorbable outer member or sheath for threaded engage-
ment with bone.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a partially sectional view of an exemplary first
composite bone fastener fixing a fractured bone, in accor-
dance with aspects of the present teachings.

FIG. 2 is a partially sectional view of the composite bone
fastener of FIG. 1, taken generally along line 2-2 in FIG. 1,
with an outer member or sheath of the fastener represented
in sectional view and an inner member or core of the fastener
represented in nonsectional view, in accordance with aspects
of the present teachings.

FIG. 3 is a partially sectional view of an exemplary
second composite bone fastener for fixing a bone, in accor-
dance with aspects of the present teachings.

FIG. 4 is a partially sectional view of an exemplary third
composite bone fastener for fixing a bone, in accordance
with aspects of the present teachings.

FIG. 5 is a partially sectional view of an exemplary fourth
composite bone fastener for fixing a bone, in accordance
with aspects of the present teachings.
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FIG. 6 is a partially sectional view of an exemplary fifth
composite bone fastener for fixing a bone, in accordance
with aspects of the present teachings.

FIG. 7 is a partially sectional view of an exemplary sixth
composite bone fastener for fixing a bone, in accordance
with aspects of the present teachings.

FIG. 8 is a partially sectional view of an exemplary
seventh composite bone fastener for fixing a bone, in accor-
dance with aspects of the present teachings.

FIGS. 9-14 are partially sectional views of configurations
of a bone, a composite fastener, and/or a drill produced
before, during, and/or after performing steps of an exem-
plary method of fixing a bone, in accordance with aspects of
the present teachings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present teachings provide systems, including appa-
ratus, methods, and kits, for fixing bones with composite
bone fasteners. The composite bone fasteners may include
an inner member or core for engagement with a driver, and
an outer member or sheath for threaded engagement with
bone. The core may be formed of a material that is stronger
(and/or less bioresorbable) than a material forming the
sheath, so that the core can be turned effectively by the
driver and/or persists longer in the body than the sheath. The
sheath may be fixedly disposed around the core so that
torque applied to the core is transmitted to the sheath.
Accordingly, the composite fasteners of the present teach-
ings may have sufficient strength to be driven into bone but
may decrease in size over time by resorption to permit bone
growth that reduces the amount of missing bone. In some
examples, the core may include a threaded shank that
facilitates optional removal of the core by rotation after
selective resorption of the sheath. The composite bone
fasteners of the present teachings thus may combine advan-
tageous aspects of less resorbable and more resorbable bone
fasteners.

Further aspects of the present teachings are included in
the following sections, including, among others, (I) over-
view of composite bone fasteners; (II) methods of forming
composite bone fasteners; (III) methods of using composite
bone fasteners; (IV) kits with composite bone fasteners; and

(V) examples.

1. Overview of Composite Bone Fasteners

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary composite bone fastener 20
fixing a fractured bone 22. Fastener 20 may be placed into
(and/or concurrently form) a hole 24 in bone 22, so that the
fastener spans at least one discontinuity in the bone, such as
a fracture 26. Fastener 20 thus may be disposed in threaded
engagement with proximal and/or distal bone pieces or
fragments 28, 30 located on opposing sides of the fracture.
The fastener may be placed at least substantially or com-
pletely inside bone 22, that is, inside a volume defined by the
anatomical surface 32 of the bone. Alternatively, a portion of
the fastener, such as a head, may be disposed at least
partially or completely outside the bone.

FIG. 2 shows composite bone fastener 20 without the
bone and in a partially sectional view. Fastener 20 may be
configured generally as a bone screw having a core or inner
member 34 and a sheath or outer member 36 disposed and/or
around the core. In some examples, the sheath may be
disposed fixedly on the core. The core and the sheath may be
arranged concentrically. Further aspects of (A) cores and (B)
sheaths are described below, with reference to FIG. 2 where
appropriate or illustrative.
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A. Cores

A core is any component of a fastener disposed partially
or at least substantially inside a sheath or outer member of
the fastener. The core may impart strength to the fastener, to
permit a softer, weaker, and/or more bioresorbable sheath to
be placed around a stronger, harder, and/or less bioresorb-
able core. (Generally, the strength of bioresorbable materials
is related inversely to the rate at which they can be biore-
sorbed.) Strength, as used herein, is the maximum stress a
material forming the core or sheath can withstand before
fracture or breaking. The stress may be exerted to stretch the
material (tensile stress), compress the material (compressive
stress), shear or bend the material (shear stress), and/or twist
the material (torsional stress). The core may be stronger than
the sheath based on application of any one or more of these
stresses, and particularly based on application of torsional
stress. The core may have any suitable volume. In some
examples, the volume of the core may be less than about
two-thirds, or less than about one-half of the overall volume
of the corresponding fastener. The core may include a
proximal end region 38, an inner shank 40, and a distal tip
region 42, among others.

The proximal end region of the core may have any
suitable disposition and structure. For example, the proximal
end region may define an external surface of the fastener or
may be covered partially, substantially, or completely by the
sheath. In some examples, the proximal end region may
have a greater diameter than the inner shank of the core, thus
forming a head of the core. Alternatively, the proximal end
region may have about the same or a smaller diameter than
the inner shank, so that the core is substantially headless. In
addition, the proximal end region may define a driver
engagement structure 44 configured to be engaged by a
driver to advance the fastener into bone, such as by turning
the fastener so that it threads into the bone. The driver
engagement structure may be accessible from a proximal
end of the fastener and/or may be configured to transmit
torque from the driver to the fastener. Exemplary driver
engagement structures may include a socket 46 (such as a
polygonal (for example, hexagonal) socket), a protrusion,
one or more holes, a transverse slot, a cruciform slot, and/or
the like. Alternatively, or in addition, the sheath may define
a driver engagement structure alone or in cooperation with
the core.

The inner shank may have any suitable shape and dispo-
sition. The shape of the inner shank may be elongate,
extending partially, substantially, or completely along the
length of the sheath. The inner shank may be disposed at
least partially or completely inside the sheath, generally with
the sheath extending substantially or completely around the
lateral surface of the inner shank. Accordingly, the inner
shank may be shorter than, about the same length as, or
longer than the sheath. In some examples, the inner shank
and/or core is at least about one-half, or at least about
five-eighths, or at least about three-fourths the length of the
sheath, among others.

The inner shank may have any suitable diameter. Exem-
plary diameters may include about 0.5-5 mm, with particular
examples of 1, 2, 3, and 4 mm. In some examples, the
diameter of the inner shank may be less than about three-
fourths, or less than about five-eighths, or less than about
one-half the outer diameter of a corresponding overlying
portion of the sheath. The inner shank may have a generally
constant diameter and/or cross sectional geometry along a
substantial portion of its length and/or may have a varying
diameter and/or cross section, for example, tapering toward
the distal end region (and/or the proximal end region) of the
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core. The inner shank may be generally cylindrical or
noncylindrical. Exemplary noncylindrical inner shanks may
have a transverse cross section that is polygonal (such as
square, hexagonal, octagonal, etc.), elliptical, oval, rosette,
etc. In some examples, noncylindrical inner shanks may
have surface structure that facilitates holding the core in a
fixed disposition within the sheath, such as knobs, dimples,
grooves, and/or ridges, among others. The grooves and/or
ridges may extend axially, circumferentially, obliquely, and/
or the like. The inner shank may be substantially solid or
may be partially or completely hollow. For example, the
inner shank may have an axial bore extending along a
substantial portion or all of its length, so that the inner shank
(and the core) is cannulated.

The inner shank may include a thread, such as a male
(exterior) thread 48, formed on the inner shank or may be
nonthreaded externally. This thread may be complementary
to a thread (e.g., a female (interior) thread) on an inner
(receiving) surface of the sheath, such that the core may be
unthreaded and removed from the sheath, before and/or after
placement in the bone. Alternatively, the sheath may be
disposed fixedly on the core, so that the core resists
unthreading from the sheath until, for example, the sheath
has been at least partially degraded/absorbed. The thread(s)
on the inner shank may be a single thread or a plurality of
axially offset, distinct threads disposed on interspersed,
contiguous, and/or spaced regions of the inner shank. The
thread may be left-handed or right-handed and may extend
with the same handedness or opposite handedness to a
thread formed on the sheath. The thread on the inner shank
may extend along any suitable portion of the inner shank
and/or core. In some examples, the thread may extend at
least substantially from the proximal end region to the distal
end region of the core, or may extend to a head of the core,
if present. In some examples, the thread may be restricted to
a proximal portion or a distal portion of the inner shank. The
thread may have any suitable pitch, including a fixed or
variable pitch. The pitch may correspond to a pitch of a
thread on the sheath or may have a larger or smaller pitch.
Exemplary thread pitches that may be suitable are described
in the following patent application, which is incorporated
herein by reference: U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser.
No. 60/548,685, filed Feb. 26, 2004. When nonthreaded (or
threaded), the inner shank may include additional surface
structure to restrict rotation relative to the sheath, as
described above.

The distal tip region may have any suitable structure. For
example, the distal tip region may be a blunt end created by
a distal surface of a nontapered inner shank, or the distal tip
region may taper relative to the inner shank, to create a sharp
or rounded tip 50, among others. In some examples, the
distal tip region may include a drilling structure (such as one
or more axial teeth) and/or a tapping structure (such as axial
flutes). The tapping structure may facilitate cutting a thread
in the bone during placement of the fastener in bone and/or
removal from the bone.

B. Sheaths

A sheath is any component of the fastener disposed on a
core of the fastener. The sheath may extend at least sub-
stantially around the perimeter of the core and may at least
substantially enclose the core. The sheath may be softer
and/or weaker than the core and/or may be bioresorbable.
The sheath may engage bone to hold the fastener in position
when the fastener is first placed into bone. The sheath may
have any suitable volume, such as at least about one-half the
volume of the core or at least as great as the volume of the
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core. Accordingly, the sheath may have any suitable thick-
ness on the core, but typically a thickness greater than about
0.1 mm or 0.2 mm, among others. The sheath may include
a proximal end region 52, an outer shank 54, and a distal tip
region 56, among others.

The proximal end region of the sheath may have any
suitable size and shape. In some examples, this proximal end
region may have a greater diameter than the outer shank,
thus forming a head of the sheath and/or of the fastener.
Alternatively, the proximal end region may have about the
same or a smaller diameter than the outer shank, so that the
sheath (and/or the fastener) is substantially headless or has
a head formed by the core. The proximal end region may
define a proximal surface disposed around the driver
engagement structure of the fastener. Alternatively, or in
addition, the proximal end region of the sheath may form at
least a portion or all of the driver engagement structure.

The outer shank may have any suitable size and shape.
Exemplary outer diameters for the outer shank may include
about 0.5-10 mm, with particular examples of 1, 2, 3.5, 4.5,
5.5, and 6.5 mm. The outer shank may have a generally
constant diameter along a substantial portion of its length
and/or may have a varying diameter and/or cross section, for
example, tapering toward the distal end region of the sheath.
The outer shank may have an axial bore that extends
completely or partially through the outer shank. The axial
bore may be filled completely or incompletely (although
generally substantially) with the core.

The outer shank may include a thread, such as a male
thread 58, formed on the outer surface of the outer shank, or
the outer shank may be nonthreaded externally. The outer
shank also may include a thread, such as a female thread 59,
on a inner (receiving) surface complementary to a thread,
such as male thread 48, on the outer surface of the inner
shank of the core. The inner surface of the outer shank may
be formed during formation of the composite fastener, and
may not exist prior to such formation. The thread(s) on the
outer shank may be a single thread or a plurality of axially
offset, distinct threads disposed on interspersed, contiguous
and/or spaced regions of the outer shank. This thread may be
left-handed or right-handed. This thread may extend along
any suitable portion of the outer shank and/or sheath. In
some examples, this thread may extend at least substantially
along the entire length of the outer shank from the proximal
end region to the distal end region of the sheath, or may
extend to a head of the sheath, if present. In some examples,
this thread may be restricted to a proximal portion or a distal
portion of the outer shank. This thread may have any suitable
pitch, including a fixed or variable pitch. Exemplary thread
pitches that may be suitable are described in the following
patent application, which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence: U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/548,
685, filed Feb. 26, 2004.

The distal tip region of the sheath may have any suitable
structure. For example, the distal tip region may be a blunt
end created by a distal surface of a nontapered outer shank,
or the distal tip region may taper relative to the outer shank,
to create a sharp or rounded tip, among others. In some
examples, the distal tip region may include a drilling struc-
ture (such as one or more axial teeth) and/or a tapping
structure (such as axial flutes).

C. Fastener Compositions

The core and the sheath may have any suitable compo-
sition. Each of the core and the sheath may be formed of the
same, or more preferably, a different biocompatible material.
Exemplary biocompatible materials that may be included in,
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and/or at least substantially may form, the core and/or sheath
include (1) metals/metal alloys (for example, titanium or
titanium alloys; alloys with cobalt, chromium, and/or
molybdenum (such as cobalt-chrome); stainless steel; etc.);
(2) plastics/polymers (such as ultra-high molecular weight
polyethylene, polymethylmethacrylate (PMMA), polytet-
rafluoroethylene (PTFE), and/or PMMA/polyhydroxyethyl-
methacrylate (PHEMA)); (3) ceramics (for example, alu-
mina, beryllia, and/or =zirconia, among others); (4)
bioresorbable polymers (such as polymers of a-hydroxy
carboxylic acids (e.g., polylactic acid (such as PLLA,
PDLLA, and/or PDLA), polyglycolic acid, lactide/glycolide
copolymers, etc.), polydioxanones, polycaprolactones, poly-
trimethylene carbonate, polyethylene oxide, poly-f-hy-
droxybutyrate, poly-p-hydroxypropionate, poly-d-valero-
lactone, poly(hydroxyalkanoate)s of the PHB-PHV class,
other bioresorbable polyesters, natural polymers (such as
collagen or other polypeptides, polysaccharides (e.g., starch,
cellulose, and/or chitosan), any copolymers thereof, etc.);
and/or the like.

The core and/or sheath may be non-bioresorbable or may
be formed at least substantially of a bioresorbable material,
so that the core and/or sheath is at least substantially
bioresorbable. A bioresorbable material, as used herein, is
any material that is substantially broken down (degraded,
dissolved, cleaved, and/or disintegrated, among others) over
time in the body. Breakdown of the bioresorbable material
may include and/or be followed by removal, restructuring,
assimilation, and/or excretion, among others, of the broken-
down material. In some examples, the bioresorbable mate-
rial may be any material that is at least substantially replaced
by bone during and/or after bioresorption. Replacement by
bone may include macroscopically, microscopically, and/or
atomically restructuring the bioresorbable material in situ
and/or removing it. The bioresorbable material may be
configured to be bioresorbed substantially over any suitable
period of time, such as about one month, three months, six
months, one year, two years, five years, or so on. In some
examples, the sheath may be configured to be bioresorbed in
a relatively shorter time, for example, less than about one
year (such as less than about six months, among others), and
the core may be configured to be bioresorbed in a relatively
longer time, for example, greater than one year (such as
about two years or five years or not at all, among others).

In some embodiments, the core and/or sheath may include
or be formed at least substantially of a ceramic. The ceramic
may be configured to be porous or nonporous. Exemplary
ceramics include those listed above. In some embodiments,
the ceramic may be osteoconductive, that is, able to serve as
a scaffold on which bone cells may attach, migrate, and/or
grow and divide. For example, the osteoconductive ceramic
may include or be formed at least substantially of a glass
(such as a bioglass formed of SiO,, Na,O, and/or CaO,
among others). The glass may be configured so that bone
attaches to the glass, such as by ingrowth into pores. In some
examples, the osteoconductive ceramic may include and/or
be formed substantially of calcium and/or phosphate. The
calcium and phosphate may be in any suitable molecular
form, such as amorphous calcium phosphate, monocalcium
phosphate, dicalcium phosphate, tricalcium phosphate, octa-
calcium phosphate, hydroxyapatite, and/or composites
thereof, among others. In exemplary embodiments, the
ceramic includes or is formed at least substantially of
tricalcium phosphate. The ceramic may be configured to be
at least substantially bioresorbable. Generally, ceramics
formed with calcium and phosphate are bioresorbable.
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The core and/or sheath may include any suitable additives
and/or fillers. In some examples, the core and/or sheath may
include one or more osteoinductive substances. An osteoin-
ductive substance, as used herein, is any substance that
promotes stem cells, immature bone cells, and/or nonbone
cell types to mature and/or differentiate into bone cells that
facilitate laying down new bone. Exemplary osteoinductive
substances that may be included in the core and/or sheath
include bone morphogenetic proteins (such as BMP-1,
BMP-2, BMP-3, etc.), Transforming Growth Factor-beta
(TGF-p), Epidermal Growth Factor (EGF), Platelet Derived
Growth Factor (PDGF), Fibroblast Growth Factors (FGFs),
Parathyroid Hormone Related Peptide (PTHrp), Insulin-like
Growth Factors (IGFs), and/or the like.

In some examples, the core may be formed of a material
that makes the core stronger and/or intrinsically less biore-
sorbable than the sheath. The material of the core may be
stronger because it is less malleable, less ductile, less plastic,
more resistant to shear, and/or the like. In some examples,
the core may be formed substantially of a bioresorbable
ceramic or of a metal, and the sheath may include or be
formed substantially of a bioresorbable polymer, a biore-
sorbable ceramic, and/or a blend thereof. In exemplary
embodiments, the sheath may include or be formed substan-
tially of a calcium/phosphate ceramic (such as tricalcium
phosphate) as filler disposed in a bioresorbable polyester
matrix (formed, for example, with poly-L-lactic acid).

II. Methods of Forming Composite Bone Fasteners

The composite bone fasteners of the present teachings
may be formed by any suitable methods, generally accord-
ing to the composition and structure of the fasteners. Exem-
plary methods of forming the core and the sheath are
presented below.

The core may be formed of metal by standard methods of
forming bone screws. For example, a metal core, with or
without a thread or tool-engagement structure, may be
formed by casting, machining a nonthreaded shaft, cold-
and/or hot-forming, and/or the like.

The core may be formed of ceramic by any suitable
methods. In exemplary embodiments, a calcium-phosphate
material (such as hydroxyapatite and/or tricalcium phos-
phate, among others) may be obtained in a particulate
configuration and/or a paste, shaped according to the desired
form of the core (such as by placement into a mold), and
then sintered by application of heat (such as by heating the
shaped core to a temperature of at least about 1000° C. for
at least about one hour). Alternatively, or in addition, the
ceramic may be machined to finish the core, for example, to
form a thread and/or a tool-engagement structure on the
core.

A sheath including a bioresorbable matrix may be formed
on a pre-formed core. In particular the sheath may be
molded around the core (such as by injection molding) to
produce a final form of the sheath, and/or machined after
formation of a proto-sheath on the core. The bioresorbable
matrix may be polymerized in situ around the core, such as
by solid-state polymerization. Alternatively, or in addition,
the polymer may be synthesized separately, melted by
heating, molded around the core, and then cooled to a
solidified state. In some examples, the sheath may be formed
from a blend of a bioresorbable polymer (or polymer pre-
cursor) and a particulate ceramic as filler. Creation of the
polymer matrix may thus trap the particulate ceramic in the
sheath.
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II1. Methods of Using Composite Bone Fasteners

Composite bone fasteners may be used on any suitable
bone(s), in any suitable species, including human, equine,
canine, and/or feline species, among others. Exemplary
bones may include bones of the arms (radius, ulna,
humerus), legs (femur, tibia, fibula, patella), hands/wrists
(e.g., phalanges, metacarpals, and carpals), feet/ankles (e.g.,
phalanges, metatarsals, and tarsals), vertebrae, scapulas,
pelvic bones, cranial bones, ribs, and/or clavicles, among
others.

Composite bone fasteners may be used for any suitable
purpose in and/or adjacent the bone(s). For example, the
bone fasteners may be configured to span any suitable bone
discontinuity (or discontinuities) so that the fasteners fix the
relative positions of bone pieces/fragments (and/or bones)
disposed on opposing sides of the bone discontinuity (or
discontinuities). In some embodiments, the bone fasteners
may reinforce a bone lacking a discontinuity. Alternatively,
or in addition, the bone fasteners may be used in conjunction
with a fixation device, such as a bone plate.

Suitable discontinuities may occur naturally and/or may
result from injury, disease, and/or surgical intervention,
among others. Accordingly, exemplary discontinuities for
use with the composite bone fasteners described herein may
include joints, fractures (breaks in bones), osteotomies (cuts
in bones), and/or nonunions (for example, produced by
injury, disease, or a birth defect), among others.

The methods of the present teachings may be used to fix
bones. Exemplary methods may include any suitable com-
bination of the steps described in the following paragraphs,
performed in any suitable order, any suitable number of
times.

A bone for fixation may be selected. Suitable bones and
discontinuities are described above. In the case of a fractured
bone, the fracture may be reduced before, during, and/or
after placement of composite bone fasteners.

One or more composite bone fasteners, such as bone
screws, may be selected for placement into the bone. Each
composite bone fastener may have a stronger core and a
softer, more bioresorbable sheath. The size and number of
the bone fasteners may be selected, for example, based on
the size (such as the diameter) of the bone to fixed and/or
based on the size/severity/disposition of the fracture. One or
more noncomposite bone fasteners also may be selected. In
some examples, a bone fixation device, such as a bone plate,
may be selected according to the bone to be fixed.

At least one hole may be formed in the bone. The number
otf'holes formed may correspond to the number of composite
bone fasteners selected. The hole(s) may extend across a
fracture in the bone or may terminate at or before the
fracture. The hole(s) may be formed using a hole-forming
device, such as a drill. Alternatively, or in addition, the
hole(s), or some of the holes among a plurality of holes, or
portions of any given hole, may be formed by the bone
fasteners themselves, particularly self-tapping bone fasten-
ers, during their placement into the bone. The hole may be
tapped (threaded) or may be nontapped (nonthreaded). The
hole may have any suitable size. In some examples, the hole
may have a diameter less than the diameter of the composite
bone fasteners selected, or may have a diameter correspond-
ing substantially to the diameter of the bone fasteners (such
as when the hole is also tapped). Furthermore, the hole may
have a depth that is less than, about the same as, or, greater
than the length of a composite bone fastener.

Each composite bone fastener may be placed into a
corresponding hole in the bone. A driver may engage the
core of each fastener to rotate each fastener and thus advance
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the fastener into threaded engagement with the bone around
the hole. The fastener may be buried in the bone, may be
flush with the bone, or a proximal and/or distal end of the
fastener may protrude above the bone surface.

Each composite bone fastener may be left in the bone for
any suitable length of time. In some examples, one or more
of the bone fasteners may be left in the bone until at least
about one-third or one-half of the volume of the bone
fastener has been selectively resorbed. In some examples,
this resorption may be selective for the sheath. In some
embodiments, such selective resorption may take at least
about one month or longer. In some embodiments, a fracture
of the bone may heal at least substantially before the
selective resorption is complete. Selective resorption may
replace the sheath with new bone. In some examples, the
core of one or more of the composite bone fasteners may be
removed from the bone selectively (generally without the
sheath) during and/or after selective resorption of the sheath.
Removal may be performed by unthreading the core from
new bone formed around the core and/or from degrading/
degraded sheath around the core. The core may be removed
to reduce problems, such as irritation, caused by the core
and/or to remove a nonresorbable core from the bone.
Alternatively, or in addition, one or more of the cores may
be left in the bone until they are at least substantially
resorbed by the body.

Further aspects of methods of using composite bone
fasteners to fix bones are included below in Example 2.

IV. Kits with Composite Bone Fasteners

The systems of the present teachings may provide kits for
fixing bones. These kits may include (1) one or more
composite bone screws, (2) one or more drivers for placing
and/or removing the bone screws, (3) one or more drills
and/or taps to form suitably structured holes for receiving
the bone screws, (4) additional noncomposite bone screws,
and/or (5) instructions for use of the kit components, among
others.

The composite bone screws may have any suitable size,
condition, and arrangement within a kit. The composite bone
screws (or cores/sheaths thereof) may be of the same or
different diameters, lengths, core-to-sheath volume ratios,
etc. The composite bone screws may be packaged in a sterile
condition, or they may be nonsterile when supplied. Non-
sterile bone screws may be subjected to a sterilization step,
for example, washing and/or autoclaving, prior to placement
in bone. The bone screws may be arranged according to size,
intended use, etc.

The kits also may include additional tools and/or con-
sumable surgical supplies that may be required for carrying
out connective tissue repair, such as clamps, sutures, staples,
wires, and/or other surgical tools that may facilitate grasping
and/or positioning the connective tissue that is being
repaired.

The kits may be constructed or assembled for single
and/or multiple use. For example, the kits, or components
thereof, may be configured, in some embodiments, for a
single use, such as fixing a single bone, during a single
surgical procedure. These embodiments optionally may be
prepackaged in a sterile wrapper. Thus, as needed, compo-
nents of the kit could be removed from the sterile wrapper,
used to form holes and drive bone screws, and then dis-
carded. Alternatively, the kits, or components thereof, may
be configured, in other embodiments, for effecting multiple
repairs, during the same or different surgical procedures. In
these cases, reusable components (particularly drivers and/
or drills) may be configured to reduce contamination (e.g.,
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via smooth surfaces) and/or to facilitate sterilization, such as
by washing and autoclaving (e.g., through choice of mate-
rial, such as metal).

V. EXAMPLES

The following examples describe selected aspects of the
present teachings, including exemplary composite bone fas-
teners and exemplary methods of using composite bone
fasteners. These examples are included for illustration and
are not intended to limit or define the entire scope of the
present teachings.

Example 1
Exemplary Composite Bone Screws

This example describes exemplary composite bone
screws that may be constructed according to the present
teachings; see FIGS. 3-8.

FIG. 3 shows an exemplary composite bone screw 80 that
is cannulated. Bone screw 80 may include a threaded sheath
82 disposed around a threaded core 84. The bone screw may
be cannulated, for example, having an axial bore 86 that
extends through the core and the sheath, for example,
coaxial with a socket 88 of the core for receiving a driver.
The axial bore may receive a guide wire that directs the bone
screw into bone.

FIG. 4 shows another exemplary composite bone screw
110. Bone screw 110 may include a threaded sheath 112
disposed around a threaded core 114, particularly an inner
shank 116 thereof. The core also may include a head 118
disposed proximally to the inner shank. The head may
include a socket 120 for receiving a driver. Furthermore, the
head may have a diameter that is less than the maximum
diameter of sheath 112, for example, a diameter that is about
the same as the root-to-root diameter of the sheath. Accord-
ingly, the screw may be threaded flush with and/or interior
to a bone plate or bone, without the head catching on or
otherwise being blocked by the bone plate or bone.

FIG. 5 shows yet another exemplary composite bone
screw 130. Bone screw 130 may include a threaded sheath
132 disposed around a threaded core 134, particularly an
inner shank 136 thereof. The core also may include a head
138 disposed proximally to the inner shank. The head may
include a socket 140 for receiving a driver. Furthermore, the
head may have a diameter that is greater than the maximum
diameter of the sheath 132. Accordingly the head may be
configured to engage an anatomical surface of bone, a
counterbore formed in the bone, and/or a bone-repair device
(or a counterbore formed therein) (such as a bone plate or
prosthesis, among others).

FIG. 6 shows still another exemplary composite bone
screw 150. Bone screw 150 may include a threaded sheath
152 disposed around a threaded core 154. The sheath may
include an outer shank 156 disposed distally, and a head 158
disposed proximally. The head may have a greater diameter
than the outer shank and may be threaded or nonthreaded.
The head may extend to a position flush with the proximal
end 160 of the core or may extend proximally thereof, so that
the core is recessed proximally. The head may be configured
to engage an anatomical surface of bone, a counterbore
formed in the bone, and/or a bone-repair device (or a
counterbore formed therein), among others.

FIG. 7 shows yet another exemplary composite bone
screw 180. Bone screw 180 may include a threaded sheath
182 disposed around a threaded core 184. The sheath may be
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shorter than the core, so that a distal portion 186 of the core
extends distally out of the sheath to an exposed position in
the bone screw.

FIG. 8 shows still another exemplary composite bone
screw 210. Bone screw 210 may include a threaded sheath
212 disposed around a nonthreaded core 214. Nonthreaded
core may have a faceted lateral surface 216, flutes, rugosi-
ties, and/or other features configured to restrict rotation of
the core relative to the sheath.

Example 2

Exemplary Methods of Fixing Bones with
Composite Bone Screws

This example describes exemplary methods of fixing
bones with composite bone screws; see FIGS. 9-14.

FIG. 9 shows a fractured bone 240 with a fracture 242 and
a hole 244 being formed across the fracture. Hole 244 may
be formed with a drill 246 and/or a tap device and may have
a nonthreaded or threaded wall. In some examples, a self-
drilling and/or self-tapping bone screw may be used to form
its own hole, instead of, or in addition to, a drill and/or a tap
device.

FIG. 10 shows a composite bone screw 248 being placed
into bone 240, particularly hole 244, which may be formed
before and/or during placement of the bone screw into the
bone. Composite bone screw 248 may include a threaded
sheath 250 substantially enclosing a threaded core 252.
Sheath 250 may be formed of a more bioresorbable material
254 that is softer and/or weaker than a less bioresorbable
material 256 forming the core. The bone screw may be
engaged through core 252 and rotated into the bone, so that
the threaded sheath engages the bone around hole 244.

FIG. 11 shows composite bone screw 248 buried in bone
240 and spanning fracture 242 to fix the bone. This con-
figuration may be obtained using any suitable procedure, for
example, following the configurations shown in FIGS. 9 and
10, among others. In some embodiments, a plurality of
composite bone screws may be placed into the bone to fix
the bone, using the illustrated and/or different procedures.

FIG. 12 shows bone 240 after fracture 242 (shown
dashed) has healed substantially, and sheath 250 (shown in
phantom outline) of the bone screw has been resorbed
substantially and replaced by new bone. Core 252 may be
substantially nonresorbed at this stage.

FIG. 13 shows optional removal of core 252 after sheath
250 has been at least partially selectively resorbed. The core
may be engaged with a driver and unthreaded from the bone.
Generally, this step may be performed at any suitable time,
typically after at least partial resorption of sheath 250.
Waiting until the sheath is at least partially resorbed may
facilitate any strengthening function performed by the core
and/or make it easier to unthread the core from the sheath
and/or new bone.

FIG. 14 shows resorption of core 252 (shown in phantom
outline) and thus substantially complete resorption of bone
screw 248. In this case, the core has not been removed (in
contrast to FIG. 13), but has been left in the bone to be
resorbed instead.

The disclosure set forth above may encompass multiple
distinct inventions with independent utility. Although each
of these inventions has been disclosed in its preferred
form(s), the specific embodiments thereof as disclosed and
illustrated herein are not to be considered in a limiting sense,
because numerous variations are possible. The subject mat-
ter of the inventions includes all novel and nonobvious
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combinations and subcombinations of the various elements,
features, functions, and/or properties disclosed herein. The
following claims particularly point out certain combinations
and subcombinations regarded as novel and nonobvious.
Inventions embodied in other combinations and subcombi-
nations of features, functions, elements, and/or properties
may be claimed in applications claiming priority from this or
a related application. Such claims, whether directed to a
different invention or to the same invention, and whether
broader, narrower, equal, or different in scope to the original
claims, also are regarded as included within the subject
matter of the inventions of the present disclosure.

We claim:

1. A fastener for placement into bone, comprising:

an inner member including a shank having an external

thread, the inner member also including a driver
engagement structure configured to transmit torque to
the fastener from a driver, the inner member having a
volume; and

an outer member including a shank having an external

thread, the shank of the outer member being disposed
around and contacting the shank of the inner member,
the outer member being at least substantially bioresorb-
able and having a volume that is at least about one-half
the volume of the inner member,

wherein the outer member is disposed fixedly on the inner

member during fabrication of the fastener such that the
outer member does not turn relative to the inner mem-
ber.

2. The fastener of claim 1, wherein the volume of the outer
member is greater than the volume of the inner member.

3. The fastener of claim 1, wherein the inner member is
at least substantially bioresorbable.

4. The fastener of claim 1, wherein the inner member is
formed of a first material and the outer member is formed of
a second material, and wherein the first material is stronger
than the second material.

5. The fastener of claim 4, wherein the second material is
configured to be bioresorbed more rapidly than the first
material.

6. The fastener of claim 1, wherein each of the inner and
outer members includes a ceramic.

7. The fastener of claim 6, wherein the ceramic includes
calcium and phosphate.

8. The fastener of claim 1, wherein the outer member
includes a calcium-phosphate ceramic and a bioresorbable
polymer.

9. The fastener of claim 1, wherein the inner member has
a proximal end adjacent the driver engagement structure and
a distal end opposing the proximal end, and wherein the
outer member extends at least substantially from the proxi-
mal end to a position beyond the distal end of the inner
member.

10. The fastener of claim 1, wherein each of the inner
member and the outer member has a maximum diameter,
and wherein the maximum diameter of the outer member is
greater than the maximum diameter of the inner member.

11. The fastener of claim 1, each of the inner and outer
members having a length, wherein the length of the inner
member is greater than half the length of the outer member.

12. The fastener of claim 1, wherein the outer member
includes a bioresorbable polymer.

13. The fastener of claim 12, wherein the bioresorbable
polymer includes a polyester.
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14. The fastener of claim 1,

wherein each of the inner member and the outer member
has a maximum diameter, and wherein the maximum
diameter of the outer member is greater than the
maximum diameter of the inner member.

15. The fastener of claim 1, wherein the fastener further
comprises a tip opposing the driver engagement structure,
and wherein the outer member tapers toward the tip along at
least a portion of the outer member.

16. A method of fixing a bone, comprising:

selecting a fastener having an inner member and an outer

member disposed around and contacting the inner
member

advancing the outer member into threaded engagement

with the bone by rotation of the inner member using a
driver engaged with the inner member;

leaving the fastener in the bone until the outer member is

at least partially resorbed; and

unthreading the inner member selectively from the bone

after the step of leaving so that the inner member is
removed from the bone.
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17. The method of claim 16, further comprising steps of
drilling and tapping a hole in the bone before the step of
advancing, wherein the step of advancing positions the
fastener into the hole.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the step of advanc-
ing disposes at least substantially all of the fastener inside
the bone.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein the step of selecting
a fastener includes a step of selecting a fastener having an
outer member fixedly disposed on an inner member.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein the step of advanc-
ing includes a step of advancing the fastener into a fractured
bone, and wherein the step of unthreading is performed after
the fractured bone has healed at least substantially.

21. The method of claim 16, wherein the step of unthread-
ing is performed after the outer member has been replaced
substantially with new bone.



